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Save the Date!!!
Blue Diamond Growers Annual Meeting

Wednesday, November 16, 2016
Modesto Centre Plaza

2016 Delivery Advance Rates Announced
The Delivery Advance Rates for the 2016 crop have been established as follows:
   Maximum With
 Base   All Premiums
Nonpareil & Sonora Inshell  $0.55   $0.765
Nonpareil & Supareil Meats  $0.55   $0.735
Independence Inshell $0.55   $0.725
Supareil Inshell $0.55   $0.64
Sonora & Independence Meats  $0.55   $0.69
Carmel, Monterey & California Meats $0.55   $0.69
Wood Colony $0.55   $0.69
Butte and Padre $0.55   $0.69
Mission  $0.55   $0.64
Neplus and Others  $0.55   $0.69
Mixed $0.55   $0.59 
Peerless Bleaching (per Inshell lb)  $0.19   $0.26

The maximum payment available for Nonpareil meat deliveries, including the Accelerated Pay-
ment and all available premiums, is $0.99 per good meat pound. 

• Accelerated Payment Rate set at $0.25
• Stockpile Advance Rate set at $0.45 

The 2016 Accelerated Payment rate has been set at $0.25 per good meat pound for all shell-
ing varieties and $0.09 per inshell pound for Peerless Bleaching stock. This payment is offered 
in addition to the regular delivery advance amounts and is available on request at any time 
starting with the grower’s first deliveries. Growers who opt to receive the Accelerated Payment 
effectively receive a portion of their progress payments ahead of non-participating growers. 
Interest is charged on the outstanding accelerated balance.

The 2016 Stockpile Advance Payment rate has been set at $0.45 per estimated meat pound. 
Growers with product that will be stockpiled for an extended period of time may request 
this payment to assist their cash flow needs during the harvest. Stockpile Advance payments 
are based on the Field Supervisor’s estimate of the meat content contained in the stockpiles. 
Anyone interested in the Accelerated Payment or Stockpile Advance programs should contact 
their Field Supervisor for more information and for the appropriate forms. 
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Industry shipments in June extended the string of record shipment 
months to three, with a total of 174 million pounds shipped to 
customers around the world. The total represents a 15% increase 
over June 2015. Demonstrating the turn-around in shipment 
trajectory, shipments since January are tracking 8.3% ahead of the 
pace for the same period last year, while shipments since March are 
17.6% greater.

The crop receipts for the 2015 crop remain at 1.894 billion pounds 
gross (1.856 marketable).  With carry-in from last season at 376 
million pounds, the total marketable supply for the 2015 crop year 
stands at 2.23 billion pounds.  Domestic shipments, year-to-date 
of over 542 million pounds coupled with the 1.13 billion pounds 
exported this year, produce a total shipped-to-date of 1.67 billion 
pounds.  It is estimated that with strong commitments of product 
sold, but not yet delivered, the 2015 crop inventory will end between 
420 to 430 million pounds, as July shipments should again exceed 
prior year shipments.

Reduced prices from the historical highs of last summer have 
stimulated demand across export markets.  Domestic consumers are 
beginning to see retail prices reflect the price declines that began last 
September.  As a result, domestic shipments will begin increasing 

Market Status
Almond Board Industry Position Report:  June 2016

Million Pounds Kernel Weight

Carry-In August 1, 2015           376.6

Receipts - 2015 Crop (Net)                   1,856.5

Total Supply        2,233.1

Shipments 8/1/15 - 6/30/16

Domestic         542.2

Export                  1,130.5

TOTAL                1,672.7

Computed Inventory       560.4

Commitments (Sold, Not Delivered)

Domestic        138.8

Export       125.1

TOTAL        263.9

Uncommitted Inventory          296.5

as lower retail prices and increased promotional efforts appear in the 
next few months.

USDA NASS Objective Estimate

The USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) has 
released its 2016 California Almond Crop Objective Estimate, 
projecting a crop of 2.05 billion pounds, a 7.9 percent increase over 
2015.  The estimate is based on 900,000 bearing acres as published 
in the NASS Almond Acreage Report published in April.  The 
projected estimated yield  is 2,280 pounds per acre in 2016 compared 
to 2,130 pounds per acre produced in 2015.  The Objective Estimate 
documents a range of 1.89 – 2.21 billion meat pounds.

Market Perspective

With the recent NASS Objective Estimate coming in at 2.05 billion 
pounds, most industry experts have been working with estimates 
closer to 2.1 billion pounds.  The primary reason is that the stated 
900,000 bearing acres is a trailing indicator, with many recognizing 
that robust plantings in the past couple of seasons could mean that 
the bearing acreage is understated.  Overall, however, perceptions 
of the crop remain largely unchanged, with few late season growing 
challenges, and thus far adequate water to produce the crop in the 
vast majority of growing areas.  With a 2016 crop of just over 2.0 
billion pounds, supply and demand will achieve a balance not seen in 
the past two years.  The moderate increase in supply bodes well for 
more stable pricing and a more predictable environment as the 2016 
crop is harvested and sold.

2016 CROP ASSIGNMENTS
Each year, the first weeks of harvest bring a flurry of activity as grow-
ers rush to complete assignments in time for their first deliveries. Fur-
thermore, a number of late assignments are received after the harvest 
has begun, requiring corrective activity that slows payments to grow-
ers.

Crop assignments have recently been mailed out to all members with 
assignments that ended in the 2015 crop year.  Please complete these 
forms with all pertinent signatures and return them to us as soon as 
possible. Contact your Field Supervisor if you require assistance or 
need additional forms.
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2016 ACCELERATED AND DEFERRED PAYMENTS
Agreements for the 2016 crop Accelerated and Deferred Payment 
Programs have been mailed to all who participated in the 2015 crop 
programs. 

Anyone planning on deferring any 2016 crop payments must 
have a completed Deferred Payment Agreement on record with 
Blue Diamond prior to crop delivery from the sub-contract you 
wish to defer. Any payee may defer an entire payment or elect to 
receive a set amount and defer the residual to the next calendar or 
fiscal year.  

Deferred Payment Agreements will not be accepted after a sub-
contract’s first delivery.

Please contact your Field Supervisor if you need assistance.

The Almond People

In light of the rising costs of production, all almond growers have 
been working to control costs during the growing season and maxi-
mize returns. The harvest season presents several critical decisions 
that can have significant impacts on the returns growers earn on 
their deliveries. 

Over the years, many growers have been interested in reducing the 
number of passes through their orchards by combining varieties 
during the harvest. While this is possible in some cases, growers 
should be aware of the significant reduction in value they may incur 
if incompatible varieties are combined during the harvest.

Dissimilar varieties in grower deliveries can significantly increase 
processing costs by slowing down production lines as the dissimilar 
nuts are removed. Problems can be created in customer's manufac-
turing processes if incompatible varieties are present in the nuts they 
purchase, promoting customer complaints.

As in the past, deliveries are allowed a maximum of 10% dissimilar 
varieties. Those with an excess amount of dissimilars will be down-
graded to the appropriate classification required by the varieties con-
tained in the delivery.

For the best possible returns, we ask that growers keep the following 
in mind during the harvest:

Sonora Should be delivered as inshell whenever possible. 
As has been the case for several years, the best value 
for the Sonora variety is earned when delivered as 
inshell, given that Sonora inshell deliveries are paid 
at the same rate as Nonpareil. 

 While Sonora inshell may be combined with Non-
pareil inshell, Sonora meats should be harvested 
and delivered separately and not combined with 
either Carmel or Nonpareil.

 Sonora meat deliveries containing an excess amount 
of Nonpareil or Carmel will be classified as a Cali-
fornia delivery.

Winters May be combined with Carmel without penalty.
 May be combined with Padre without penalty. 

Butte Butte in combination with California type varieties 
such as Aldrich, Price, Ruby, Fritz or Livingston will 
be classified as a Mixed delivery. Butte, in combina-
tion with Carmel or Winters, will also be classified as 
a Mixed delivery. Butte in combination with Mission 
will be classified as a Mission delivery.

VARIETY SEPARATIONS AT HARVEST
Wood Colony Should be harvested separately and not combined 

with any variety.

Monterey Monterey should be delivered as meats whenever 
possible. Monterey deliveries combined with Car-
mel should be identified as a Monterey upon deliv-
ery. Carmel/Monterey combinations identified as 
Carmel upon delivery will be classified as Califor-
nia.

Independence The Independence variety should be delivered as 
Inshell whenever possible. Independence deliv-
eries should not be mixed with any other variet-
ies.

Supareil Should be delivered as meats whenever possible. 
Supareil meat deliveries will be paid at the same 
rate as Nonpareil meats. Supareil inshell deliveries 
will be classified as California.

Please be sure to contact your local Field Supervisor if you have 
questions on any possible variety combination.
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SPECIAL TEST REQUESTS

Proper identification of the pests causing damage in the orchards is a 
crucial component of any sound pest management program. 

To assist growers in this important task, Blue Diamond can provide 
you with a breakdown of the reject damage, as well as the foreign 
material levels on a limited number of your deliveries. In an effort to 
hold down the costs associated with this program, we ask that grow-
ers select only one or two deliveries from the orchards in question. 

To request breakdown information, you or your Huller/Sheller 
must attach a special test request or “green card” to the delivery tag 
when the load is delivered to a Blue Diamond receiving station. The 
actual breakdown data is then printed on your delivery advance 
statement with the first payment of the delivery. Green cards are 
available at receiving stations, Huller/Shellers and from your local 
Field Supervisor.

Directors in Districts 2, 8 and 9 will be up for election this year. 
Director George Goshgarian, District 8, has chosen to run again.  
Directors Elaine Rominger, District 2, and Clinton Schick, District 
9, will be retiring this year and are not seeking re-election.

There will also be three Grower Liaison Committee positions up for 
election in each district in addition to one position that is appointed 
by the committee members at their first meeting.

To be nominated for election to the position of District Director, 
a member must submit a petition signed by 15 members from that 
district.  To be nominated for a Grower Liaison Committee posi-
tion, a member must submit a petition signed by 5 members from 
that district.  The deadline for filing petitions with the Secretary 
of Blue Diamond is September 1, 2016.  An optional statement of 
not more than 500 words in support of District Director nominee’s 
candidacy is due by September 10, 2016.

DISTRICT DIRECTOR/LIAISON ELECTIONS

Blue Diamond Growers is pleased to announce that all payees re-
ceiving funds from grower payments may now elect to receive their 
statements via e-mail rather than conventional printed statements 
sent via the U.S. Postal Service. In addition to saving the cost of 
paper and postage, this new program will also allow participants to 
receive their information more quickly, especially when coupled with 
the automatic deposit of payments. As an option, a grower may elect 
to receive both e-mail statements and regular statements via U.S. 
mail.

Please contact your Field Supervisor to sign up for this new option.

E-MAILING OF GROWER STATEMENTS

CHANGES TO YOUR HULLER/SHELLER

If you are going to be delivering your crop to a new or different 
Huller or Sheller this year, we ask that you contact your local Field 
Supervisor or call the Membership Office at 209-545-6225. 

It is very important that we are aware of your current Huller/Sheller 
so that your delivery tags may be forwarded to the appropriate facil-
ity, ensuring proper reporting of delivery quality information to the 
Huller/Sheller.

Save Yourself...

From waiting for the mail to arrive...

A trip to town...

From standing in line at the bank...

Know your payment will be in the bank no
matter where you are.

Receive statements and vouchers the same
as you do now.

Prevent stolen checks!

Sign up now for 
Automatic Deposit of your payments.

Contact your Field Supervisor
or Grower Accounting at 916 446-8385

Do we have your Email?

Receive this information faster

www.bluediamondgrowers.com

Sign-up to recieve this Update, and much more 
industry related information by registering with 

us to get our Almond Industry News Email 
direct to your in-box


